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with the other three, namelie, the Delight, wherein was appointed
Captaine in Maister William Winters place, (that thence returned
immediatlie for Englande) Maister Morries Browne: the Golden
Hynde, in which was Captaine and owner, Maister Edwarde Hay:
and the little Frigat where the Generall himselfe did goe, seeming to
him most fitt to discover and approche the Shoare.
The 21. day they came to Cape Rase, towarde the South partes
whereof, lying a while becalmed, they tooke Codd in largenes and
quantitie, exceeding the other parts of Newfound Lande, where any
of them had beene. And from thence, trending the Coast West,
towarde the Bay of Placencia. The Generall sent certain men a
Shoare, to view the countrey, which to them as they sayled along,
seemed pleasaunt. Whereof his men at theyr returne gave great
commendation, likeing so well of the place, as they would willinglie
have stayed and wintred there. But having the winde fayre and good,
they proceeded on theyr course towards the fyrme of Ameryca,
which by reason of continuall Fogges, at that time of the yeere
especially: they coulde never see, till Cox Maister of the Golden
Hinde did discerne Lande, and presently lost sight thereof againe, at
what time they were all upon a breache in a great and outragious
storme, having under 3. fadome water. But God delivered the Frigat
and the Golden Hinde, from this great daunger. And the Delight
in the presence of them all was lost, to theyr unspeakable greefe,
with all theyr cheefe victuall, munition, and other necessary provi-
sions, and other thinges of value not fitt heere to be named. Where-
uppon, by reason also that Winter was come upon them, and fowle
wether increased with Fogges and Mysts that so covered the Land,
as without daunger of perishing they coulde not approche it: Sir
Humfrey Gilbert and Maister Hays, were compelled much against
theyr wills to retyre homewardes. And beeing 300. Leagues on theyr
way, were afterwarde by tempestious weather, seperated the one
from the other, the 9. of September last, since which time, Maister
Hay with his Barke, is safelie arrived, but of Sir Humfrey as yet, we
heare no certaine newes.
Uppon this reporte (together with my former intent, to write some
briefe discourse in the commendation of this so noble and woorthy
an enterprise) I did call to my remembraunce, the Historic of
Plutarch. Themystocles the Grecian, (who beeing a right noble and valiant
Captaine) signified unto hys Countrimen, the cittizens of Athens,
that hee had invented a devise for theyr common wealth very pro-
fitable, but it was of such importaunce and secrecie, that it ought not